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Ed Komski, Master

Upcoming Dates

Ingredients of a Long, Healthy Life

December 1st, 2007
Saturday
San Diego County Pomona
Meeting
10:30 am

(from Grange Youth conference workshop)
If you move, please notify
the Grange Secretary.

December 15th, 2007
Rainbow Valley Grange
Christmas Party
Saturday
5:00 pm—??
Dinner—Gift exchange—Dancing

Deadline for January’s issue—Dec. 17th.
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Because of the Rice Canyon Fire, we
decided to have our Harvest Dinner benefit
fire victims, especially one of our own families,
the Donoghues who lost their home on Reche
Road. Now, a great big THANK YOU goes to
everyone who helped in putting on the dinner.
So many people contributed, each in their own
way, to making it a big success. We served
twice as many dinners as we did at last year’s
dinner. We also thank Costco, Albertson’s and
Claim Jumper for their donations of much of
the food.
Between the dinner proceeds and outright
donations, we brought in a little over $1500.
After a vote of the membership at our last
meeting, I was happy to present the
Donoghues with a check for $1000. The
remainder of the funds is to be given to two
families who also lost everything during the
firestorms.
In October, I represented our Grange at
the California State Grange convention in
Sacramento. The convention was upbeat with
no negativity. We had two good speakers;
Huell Howser, who was fantastic, and a
journalist from the Sacramento Bee, who
talked on how government works…. Our
members did great in the Expo (see the
Secretary’s and Junior Leader’s reports) and

10:30 am
3 :30 pm
4:30 pm
5:30 pm
5:00 pm

our kids did very well with their project books
(see Fair Team column). The State Youth
Activities Department had several successful
events and I am proud to announce that our
own Missy Dunckel has been named State
Elite for competition. Congratulations, Missy!
We have scheduled our Christmas
Party for Saturday, December 15 at 5:00 pm
and all members are welcome to attend.
There will be turkey sandwiches, a salad bar
and a dessert bar, to be followed by music
and dancing. Those who want to participate in
the gift exchange may bring a gift of maximum
$15 value. We will also be collecting canned
goods for the Food Pantry as one of our
annual community services projects. We will
have a really good time, so I hope everyone
will come.

From the Top

Good of the Order

Laughter
Life-long learning
Purpose
Love

November-December 2007

San Diego County Pomona Grange
Will have its Quarterly Meeting Saturday,
December 1st at 10:30 am, at Rainbow
Valley Grange. We will be having election
of officers. Refreshments will be served.
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mention with her Tree photo. She and Ingrid
also took a 1st place with their broom buddy, a
“Red Hat Lady” nicknamed Gladys Granger.
Nancy Moramarco earned 1st in
Decorated Hat, Holiday centerpiece and
Basket centerpiece; and 3rd in Wall hanging,
Tabletop centerpiece and Holiday Wreath.
Suzy Moramarco won 1st with her Ball
ornament, Tie-dye T-shirt, Sunflower Seed
Brittle and Wall hanging; 2nd place for
Scrapbook page, Table top centerpiece, Any
Other centerpiece, Wall hanging, Flower photo
and Seascape photo; 3rd for Beaded ornament
and Architecture photo; Honorable mention for
Any Other collection, Holiday photo and
Waterscape photo.
Lucette Moramarco placed 1st place
with her Wood ornament, Any Other collection,
Table top centerpiece, Any Other centerpiece,
Architecture photo, Grange: Imagine the
Possibilities photo, Landscape photo, Tree
photo, Seascape photo and Tell a Story
photos; 2nd with Birdhouse, Agriculture photo,
and another Tree photo, Tie-dye T-shirt, and
Knitted Baby Blanket; 3rd with Plastic
needlepoint ornament and Flower photo;
Honorable mention with Americana photo,
Animal photo, another Grange: Imagine the
Possibilities photo, another Landscape photo
and Waterscape photo.
Something to look forward to: Although
next year’s State Grange Convention will be
held at the same hotel in Sacramento, the
2009 convention will be held in Fresno and the
2010 convention will be held in Bakersfield.

Grange Report
Lucette Moramarco, Secretary
Thanks to all our members and
honorary members who helped put on the
Harvest Dinner: Tracy and Bob Lathrop,
Ingrid Dunckel, Sandi and Dave Fontana,
Cynthia and Ed Komski, Dave and Marie
Seymour, Tammy and Chris Varvel and
Tammy’s mom Karen, Suzy and Lucette
Moramarco and all the Youth and Juniors who
served and cleared tables. It was the most
successful dinner our Grange has ever done.
At our November meeting we elected
officers for 2008-2009. Five officers were reelected: Master Ed Komski, Overseer Bob
Lathrop, Lecturer Suzy Moramarco, Treasurer
Nancy Moramarco and Secretary Lucette
Moramarco. New officers will be Chaplain
Jenna Lathrop, Steward Maddie Varvel and
Executive Committeeman Dave Fontana.
They will be installed at our January meeting.
Although we did not have as many entries
in the Grange Expo this year, our members
still did pretty well. Ingrid Dunckel earned a
first with her birdhouse while Tim Dunckel won
1st place in the Animal division with his photo
of daughter Missy on her horse. Tracy
Lathrop’s relish was also given a 1st place.
Jenna Lathrop won a 2nd place with her
Decorated Egg, 1st with her Birdhouse, and
her Knitted Scarf not only earned 1st place but
also Best of Show for Youth textile crafts.
Missy Dunckel took a 1st with her mosaic
frame and a 2nd with her Waterscape photo.
Sarah Fontana entered two Animal photos,
receiving 2nd for one and 1st along with Best of
Show for Youth Photography for the other.
Sandi Fontana won 1st place in several
categories: Natural Christmas ornament, Ball
ornament, Decorated Egg, Mexican tile, Wood
cut, Recycled household item and Recycled
garden item, Informative poster, and
Waterscape photo. She took 2nd place with
another Ball ornament, another Recycled
garden item, another Waterscape photo and
her Tell a Story photos, plus an Honorable

DUES are now DUE for 2008
Adults are $31 and Youth $9,
Family Plan is $62 (that is two adults in
the same family pay and their Youth are
free – does not include Junior Grange
members).
Please make checks payable to
Rainbow Valley Grange and mail them to
Rainbow Valley Grange, c/o 210 W. Vermont Ave. #106, Escondido, CA, 92025.
2
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Rainbow Valley Junior Grange
2008 Officers
Master— Shavonne Donoghue
Overseer— Aspen Komski
Lecturer— Kiera Donoghue
Steward— Emily Massey
Chaplain— Alayna Pettigrew
Secretary— SeaJay Bates
Treasurer— Chris Dunckel
Assistant Steward— Kelly Rich
Executive Committee—
Renae Chiechi, Kevin Fontana, Amy
Varvel and Kendra Donoghue
Rainbow Valley Grange
2008 Officers
Master— Ed Komski
Overseer— Bob Lathrop
Lecturer— Suzy Moramarco
Steward— Maddison Varvel
Chaplain— Jenna Lathrop
Secretary— Lucette Moramarco
Treasurer— Nancy Moramarco
Executive Committee—
Dave Fontana-3 yr., Brendan
Donoghue-2 yr., and Chris Varvel-1 yr.

Ingrid Dunckel and Sandy Fontana
with their broom buddy
Gladys Granger who won first place
at the State Grange Expo in October!
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Willow Glen Alpacas
For Sale
Great Pets
& Fiber
760-451-2220

Camera Batteries
Available
If anyone has an old camera that uses
lithium batteries (CR123A/3V123), call
Lucette – (760)489-9502. I have two of
them you can have for free.

Healthy Eating
Raw Food Preparation Classes:
Come learn about "Living On Live Foods".
You will have a great time and we will
enjoy a delicious dinner together.
Benefits include, weight control,
disease prevention, abundant energy and
so much more!
A healthy and joyful life is only a few
weeks away!
For more information contact:
Angelena Bosco
Certified live food chef &
instructor
760-809-6668
www.caorange.com

Your Ad Here
Do you want to
sell, trade or give-a-way an item?
Advertise it here!
Ads are free to Grange members.

Lecturer’s Notes
Suzy Moramarco, Lecturer
Here is the latest Membership Tip of the
Month from National Grange each month.
October 2007 - Ask For An Opinion
Successful leaders are team builders and
understand that they must always be
enlarging their team. If you want to enlarge
your team, one way is to ask potential team
members what they think and really listen to
them.
When you ask for someone’s opinion you
increase their value as a person. It
encourages them to offer advice and help.

Rainbow Valley Grange
Thrift Store will reopen
once the finishing touches
are done on the new floor.

Even more importantly, it teaches one of the
keys of successful team building. When each
member of the team offers solutions and
works with the rest of the team, they start to
create a functioning Grange team.
When you listen closely to someone it
becomes an opportunity for you to learn.
Even if you already know a lot about
something, another person may know
something you don’t or haven’t thought of.
When you take the time to listen you also
teach that each person is important on your
teams and in your Grange. Everyone has
something to contribute of value.
Learn to ask for an opinion from potential
team members and you will become a better
6 leader in your Grange!
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Youth Fair Team
Ingrid Dunckel, GYF Team Leader--728-1698
Hello to all, I hope this message finds
everyone safe and sound and back home
after the fires. Our hearts and our love go out
to the Donoghue family for their losses. We
are thankful the goats survived, and will help
the family in any way we can. It was good to
see them at our Harvest Dinner, and to see
all the kids and some adults!! dancing on our
new floors!! I keep hearing requests for
another dance night!
Since our last meeting in Oct. was
cancelled, and this is getting out late, some of
it may be old news by the time you read
this. For our meeting on Nov. 10th, we
discussed projects, leaders, and events
coming up. Even the fair next year, I know it
seems along ways off, but it always comes up
quickly. It is breeding season, and I hope all
goes well, especially with the fires. Sea Jay
has had baby pygmies recently, the goat that
is, Triplets and a pair, 2 boys and 3
girls. Sea Jay also showed at the Norco
Show and received a 1st for Showmanship
and received a 2nd for a wether. Way to go
Sea Jay. Don't forget to take a picture and
send it to Ed. so you can receive your
Project Book Award winners
Junior (5-13 years)
Large Animal Livestock Award
1st
Aspen Komski
Small Livestock Award
1st
Sea Jay Bate
Breeding Project Award
2nd
Aspen Komski
3rd
Sea Jay Bates
Horticulture Project
1st
Chris Dunckel

medals.
A lot of ribbons for the Expo items, and
great awards on Record books. Everyone
who is doing a project this year will be
required to turn in a book next year. We will
be helping with the books at meetings and
will have a special "Record Book" day after
fair to finish them. Don't be scared they
aren't hard to do!
We are not participating in the Christmas
Parade this year. We are going to sit and
enjoy it along with thousands of others. Next
year we will try it again.
Our next fair team meeting is on Dec. 8th.
starting at 3:30. It is the last time to declare a
project if you plan on showing at the fair. You
need to make 75% of the team meetings,
75% of your project meetings and 100% of
the quarterly meetings all year long, one a
quarter.
The first market goat and pygmy meeting
is on Nov. 25th from 5-7, at Cynthia’s house.
We also plan on having our Christmas Party
on Dec. 15th. I know we will all have fun!!
I hope every family has a blessed
Thanksgiving, we do have much to be
Thankful for. And we say extra prayers for
the Donoghues, I know it will be hard.
Pass the word out to friends about
Grange, it would be good to grow!

Home Arts/General Exhibits
2nd
Sea Jay Bates
3rd
Chris Dunckel
Senior (Youth 14-19)
Large Livestock
1st
Melissa Dunckel
Equestrian Project
1st
Melissa Dunckel
Breeding Project
1st
Melissa Dunckel
3

Home Arts & General Exhibits
1st
Melissa Dunckel
GYF Best All-Around Exhibitor
Junior (5 to 13 years)
Best All Around Junior
1st
Sea Jay Bates
3rd
Aspen Komski
Senior (Youth ages 14-19)
Best All Around Senior
1st
Melissa Dunckel

H
A
R
V
E
S
T

Junior Report
Suzy Moramarco, Junior Leader
Rainbow Valley Junior Grange was wellrepresented at the California State Grange
Convention Expo last month in Sacramento.
We had four Juniors with entries.
Chris Dunckel had two entries in the
Record book categories. Record book results
can be found with the Youth Fair Team
column.
Kevin Fontana received three firsts: for his
wooden ornament, Easter egg and Tie-dye tshirt; a second place for his birdhouse; and
third place for his leather bracelet.

Kevin Fontana’s Easter Egg Chick
SeaJay Bates received four 1st places with
her recycled heart, outfit/purse, knit hat and
needle arts handcraft butterfly; two seconds—
surfing lamb and rabbit jack-o-lantern
centerpiece; a third for her spider photo.
Aspen Komski received two firsts for her
photos in the Agricultural and Plant
categories; two seconds for photos in
Landscape and Trees; a third for a
Waterscape photo and Honorable Mention for
a Animal photo.
We will be having craft activities after the
Junior meetings and a craft day once a month
to work on Expo entries throughout the year.

SeaJay Bate’s two-piece outfit and purse
At the Convention, the Youth Activities
Silent Auction raised over $1800 for statewide
Youth and Junior activities. A big thank you to
Rainbow Valley Grange and GWA, along with
Sandi Fontana, Nancy Moramarco and
Lucette Moramarco, who donated items for
the auction.
A big thank you to all the Juniors who
helped at our Harvest Dinner November 3rd,
especially Amy Varvel who was working all
evening! See the Grange Report (p. 2) for
more on the dinner.
At November’s meeting new officers were
elected (see page 7 for a listing ). We also
voted in a new member. Welcome Kelly Rich.
Our Christmas Party will be December
15th at 5:00pm. If you wish to participate in
the gift exchange bring a gift worth no more
than $10.00. We will also be having a food
drive for the Fallbrook Food Pantry if you
would like to contribute a can or two of your
favorite food. There is no charge for dinner.
There will be music and dancing to end the
evening.
REMINDER: Dues for 2008 are now due.
Junior dues are $5.00.
Dues go to activities throughout the year. If
you have suggestions for activities or outings
let me know— suncette@cox.net.

4

Created with novaPDF Printer (www.novaPDF.com). Please register to remove this message.

D
I
N
N
E
R

Amy Varvel assists Bob Lathrop with the
kitchen trash.

SeaJay Bates and Sarah Fontana (upper
right); and Jenna Lathrop and Shavonne
Donoghue (right) await dinners to be served.

GWA Report
Nancy Moramarco, GWA Chairman
Congratulations to all our many members
who entered and won so many ribbons at the
California Grange Expo at Convention. More
blue ribbons were won than anything. We
even had 2 or 3 Best of Show! We're anxious
to find out if we won the Grange Sweepstakes Award for having the most points.
They add up the entries, giving 5 points for
1st , 3 points for 2nd and one point for 3rd.
Our Grange donated many articles to the
Youth/Junior silent auction---- see Suzy's
Junior column for the great news!
No one has to say how sad it was to see
so many fires burning and threatening all of
us. Our prayers go out to the Donoghues,
who lost their home on Reche Road. It really
takes a catastrophe for people to come together. Our family had calls from all over to 5

make sure we were okay. Most of our family,
living all over San Diego County, were either
evacuated or on call to. Know that all of us
hold all of you in our hearts and prayers
For those of you who met Luella Crandall
at the regional GWA luncheon in September,
here’s at update on her condition. Luella is
the southern region GWA (Grange Women’s
Activities) Director. She and her daughter
Barb were in an accident on their way home
from convention on Oct. 14th. They both
broke both legs and both arms. Barb is now
home with her daughter Jaime. She is receiving physical therapy twice a week. Luella has
improved enough to be transferred to a hospital in El Cajon She also broke her jaw in
two places and had a stroke. She is doing as
well as can be expected.
You can send them get-well wishes (to
Jaime’s address): 1233 E. Madison Ave.,
#13; El Cajon CA 92021.

