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Thursday, December 12

Meeting

7 p.m.

Thursday, January 9

Meeting

7 p.m

Saturday, January 18

Bingo Night

6:00-8:00 p.m

Sunday, January 26

Pizza Night

5:00-8:00 p.m.

President’s Report
Lucette Moramarco, suncette@gmail.com
We will hold election of officers at our meeting
this week, Dec. 12. All Fraternal members are
welcome to come and participate.

If you will not be renewing your membership or not sure which membership you have,
please contact our secretary, Suzy, at
suncette@gmail.com or
760-855-1529 (leave a
message please).

My favorite line in Grange ritual is “In our fraternity there is work for all and those reap the
most abundant harvest of Grange benefits who
contribute most liberally of their own time and
talent.” We can always use more volunteers….

Happy Birthday to Bill
Hitt who turned 96 on Dec.
7. Bill is our only Golden
Sheaf member—which means he joined the
There are some exciting activities in the works
for next year. We will be offering Bingo with the Grange more than 50 years ago! He was 19 years
proceeds going toward community projects (i.e. old when he joined the Coast Guard and had this
a little roadside library, dictionaries for Valleci- photo taken. See page 2 for photos from the
tos third graders and supporting Fallbrook 4-H).
Quilts of Valor presentation that we hosted for
Thank you to all who put together our terrific
him and Ernie Gale.
Christmas dinner—we will have photos and
more info in next month’s newsletter.
A Look at What is Inside
If you have any ideas to share for any other
events/activities or questions, let me know.
p 2 Quilts of Valor event
Dues for 2020 are due!
Our dues are $36 a year for Fraternal members
and $40 for Associate members
Dues checks should be made out to
Rainbow Valley Grange #689 and sent to
Suzy Moramarco, 4650 Dulin Rd., Spc. 54,
Fallbrook, CA 92028.

p. 3 Holiday Boutique
P. 4 The Story of
Rainbow’s Grange Hall
continued.
p. 4 What was New in 2019
P. 5 Member Benefits

Top right: Ernest Gale being
wrapped in his quilt; right: Bill
Hitt during his representation;
below: Jonnie Fox, center, and
the Satinettes sang Andrew
Sisters songs.

Above right: a full hall during
the presentations; right, from
left, Event Committee Julie
Hulstine, Jonnie Fox &
Danielle Novack; below left:
wooden flags presented to
the honorees—left, Coast
Guard for Hitt & right,
Army for Gale.

Holiday Boutique—November 17
This event raised $405 for the grange;
Left-Grange Sign; below, member Geri
del Pozo at her booth.

Left, member Ben Cossart with his Disney prints; below, a full grange hall. Bottom left, Ralph Foster with
his avocado gift baskets.

Right: Boutique
Manager
Danielle
Novack.

Rainbow Valley Grange History

Excerpt from “Volunteers built Rainbow’s
Grange hall” (part 3 of 3) by Joe Naiman,
published 10/19/17 in the Village News

The Grange volunteers began spending the
money already raised. "We started using that
to buy material," Hitt said.
Lumber and cement were purchased at
Temecula Lumber and hauled by members.
Good lumber cost $350 per thousand and
cement cost 75 cents per sack.
Some of the material was obtained more
conveniently. The Vail Company owned
most of the land by the junction of U.S.
Highway 395 and Pala Temecula Road. The
property included a dry wash. The sand was
bank-run and contained assorted stones but
was considered good quality concrete sand.
The sand pit was not fenced and the Vail
Company allowed the collection of sand.
Hugh Parshall had a pickup truck which
could haul five or six five-gallon buckets of
sand when the back seat was removed. Sand
from that wash was also transported to the
Grange site in Hitt's Chevrolet.
"We were going to mix our own, but one of
our members had a concrete mixer," Hitt

said.
Hitt and his father made and cured the
bricks. "It takes a long time to make them,"
said Hitt. "We could make 50 at a time."
The volunteers included Blankenship,
Parshall, Don Baldwin, Frank Barnum,
Harry Emery, John Goodman, Ellis Grover,
Raymond Jack, Herbert Jago, Clarence
Mitchell, Ralph Noble, Dick Rafter,
Rowland Schultz, Charlie Stubblefield, and
Warren Troupe. Baldwin was professionally
a carpenter. The volunteers worked on the
Grange hall mostly on weekends.
"We started the foundation and the floor,"
said Hitt, noting the volunteers put in the
floor and concrete walls. "That's the way we
worked. The side walls and the rear walls
were all framed."
The ends, which had formerly been Camp
Pendleton barracks, were added to the
building in the early 1950s. The barracks
were disassembled, brought back to Rainbow
in panels, and assembled on the site. One of
those barracks is now the end on the north
side and the other is on the south side.
After the building was laid out, a well
digging crew began work. Goodman was

professionally a well digger and led the effort
to drill a well on the site.
"We all helped," Hitt said.
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern
California was building the San Diego
Aqueduct, and the Department of the Navy
was building a barrel of the aqueduct to serve
Camp Pendleton. A portion of that barrel is in
Rainbow and was part of Hitt's survey duties.
Hitt obtained equipment as needed for the
construction of the Grange well.
"We had running water from our own well,"
Hitt said. "We had electricity by then, too."
The construction of the Grange hall also
included a gas furnace, and the original
building had restrooms on the north end and
the kitchen on the south end.
"We didn't have electricity until they started
to build a kitchen," Hitt said.

The Grange Hall was completed in late
summer in 1948. "It took us over a year to
build the thing," said Hitt.
Jack was a retired Coast Guard captain.
During World War II, he was the captain of
the Port of New York and Hitt was stationed
at the Los Angeles port captain's unit. "We
made a good team," Hitt said.
Jack and Hitt put in rock for the leach field
and also helped put in pipe. The leach line is
about 120 feet long and extends almost to the
end of the property.
"We overbuilt that," Hitt said. "I don't think
they've ever had a problem with that."
The dedication of the hall took place on Dec.
19, 1948. The Grange state master traveled
from Sacramento to Rainbow for the
ceremony.

(above left) The hall is being rented once a week by
Sage Yoga, with two classes on Wednesday
mornings.
(above right) The hall is set up for a baptism event.
Other hall rentals have been for a Quincinera, a
birthday party, a memorial service and a wedding.
(left) The south side of the grange sign board sports a
different message every month.

MEMBER BENEFITS
As a California member of the Grange, the following benefits are available through the
National Grange (www.castategrange.org/MyGrange_Benefits.html)
• Visa Platinum Rewards Credit Card | (FAQ)
• TSYS Merchant Solutions | Flyer
• The National Grange Online Cash-Back Shopping Mall
• Choice Hotels
• Exclusive Grange Worldwide Hotel Discounts

• Exclusive Grange Worldwide Car Rental Program
• Comfort Keepers
• Life Line Screening
• LTC Financial Partners
• Medical Air Services Association (MASA)
• VPI Pet Insurance
• U.S. Pharmacy Card
• True Hearing

• American Hearing Benefits
• Cross Country Home Warranty
• Safeguard Complete (Identity Theft and Backup for your computer)
• Office Depot
• Rx Pharmacy Card provided by CVS Caremark (also for pet prescriptions)
• Constellation Energy (CEG)
• Healthcare Exchange
• United of Omaha Life Insurance Company
• MetLife Home and Auto
• National Grange Travel Center (Wyndham Hotels, Budget & Avis Car Rental,

TNT Vacations, Go Ahead Tours and Cruise Agency)

